
Meeting Minutes 10/9/2019 

6:30 PM 

Hallinan 

Library 

Meeting called by: Debi Panning Type of meeting: Parent PTO Meeting 

  Note taker: Denae Lambert, Secretary 

    

  

Please Review: PTO Budget, Income Statement and Original Agenda, all attached 

  

Minutes 
Agenda item: President Report  Presenter: Debi Panning 

Discussion: 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m.  
Debi moved to approve minutes; they were approved without objection.  
Debi explained that the Agenda would go out of sequence tonight due to some people needing to leave earlier than 
others. Debi also covered upcoming dates, listed on the Agenda. 
 
Item 1: 5th Grade celebration budget which was previously not approved at our September Meeting. 
Debi gave a summary of what the concerns were from some parents. She did her due diligence and followed up with PTO 
Presidents from the other LO schools. We are in line with their budgets, or grossly under their budgets in one case. We 
noted that DCC was far too heavy of an agenda and ran over therefore it wasn’t discussed there. Since $2,000 of this 
cost is actually a field trip, the Board suggested moving $2k to the field trip expense and having a $2k budget for the 5th 
grade celebration. The Board asked for approval of this updated budget – this passed unanimously.  
 
Item 2: Jogathon has raised $52k so far, 42k by students and 10k by Sponsors. 340 students registered this year. 
Deadline to donate is 10/15/19! 95% of donations came through the website this year! 
 
Item 3: Buddy School update – hoping to meet with their teacher Liaison next week.  
 
Item 4: Reminded families to fill out the SSA survey and reminded families of the opportunity to participate in the 
community service day while schools were closed on 10/11/19. 

Conclusions: 

The 5th grade celebration budget is now $2,000.00. 

Action items Person responsible Deadline 

 None at this time   



2 

Agenda item: Treasurer Report Presenter: Sarah Padfield  

Discussion:    Sarah reported out on the income statement for the month, no questions were asked or issues raised this 
month regarding the Treasurer’s Report.  

Conclusions: 

The only open action item was regarding the 5th grade celebration and reporting back at the next meeting. This was 
completed and the budget was approved.  

Action items Person responsible Deadline 

 None at this time   

Agenda item: Principal Update  Presenter: Melissa Griffiths 

Discussion: Melissa started by thanking Sara for the Harvest Day (and all parent Volunteers), she also thanked all 
Chairs / Volunteers for another successful Jogathon this year. She covered the Health Curriculum that we are required to 
teach and reminded parents they will get a monthly email to review the unit and can opt out at any time.  

Melissa then discussed the new social studies curriculum and changes to PE and what it looks like at Hallinan. She 
explained that there is a State mandate to increase to a total of 150 minutes by next school year. This year we moved to 
120 minutes in preparation for next year. She explained that they have broken down the extra minutes (which can not 
come from Curriculum time) by having 6 minutes from the lunch recess daily and an additional PAL time by grade level 
for 30 minutes weekly. Discussion about rain days. Some parents feel we should still go outside, Melissa explained this 
will create an issue with other parents and they will continue to be creative about how they incorporate this mandate as 
the weather changes. The best way to make an impact is to take the SSA survey and write your local lawmakers. The 
school and even the District have no say in whether or not this mandate changes. Their funding is tied to compliance with 
this.  

The SSA surveys (Student Success Act) can potentially bring $5.2M per year to our school district, please participate. 

Melissa also discussed that it is Dyslexia Awareness Month and that we are choosing to speak in strength-based 
conversations versus deficient based conversations about Dyslexia. Hallinan prides itself in recognizing all of our 
students, their needs and strengths. 

She gave an update on the Mary’s Woods grant and activities we are planning. Some options were: Stem Fair Judges, 
Talent Show judges. We are trying to build partnerships within our community. She noted that we are also allowing 
Harmony Academy Cadet Teachers to come in and read to students. Harmony Academy is the recently opened LOSD 
High School for students in recovery.  

Conclusions: 

It was noted that we will need another PE teacher to meet the State mandate requirements. 

Action items Person responsible Deadline 

 None at this time   

Agenda item: Committee Updates  Presenter: Various 

Discussion: 

 

HOPES chair Nancy Wakefield spoke about the Upcoming Camp Courage initiative. Our students will write letters to 
service men and women and those letters paired with Halloween Candy will be mailed out. They will tie the letter writing 
in to Veterans Day activities. She noted to keep an eye out for other upcoming opportunities. 

Garden – Sara Prohaska discussed that Gene Wood built a Cold Frame for the garden so we can continue to grow 
lettuce for consumption during the Fall / Winter months. She also noted that the garden may be affected by construction 
which will change her plans / vision for next year. Also noted that we will need a replacement for her role next year.  

SSPAC – Brandy Begin reminded us of the Back to School Night on 10/10 from 6-8 for all students with IEP’s and 504’s. 
It will be at the LOHS cafeteria. They are planning multiple parent education nights throughout the school year, not just for 
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parents of students with IEP’s or on 504’s. One specifically discussed was an Executive Function and Organizational 
Skills night. Jessica Klein will offer this on 11/7/19 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at the Lakeridge Middle School cafeteria, it is open 
to all parents. 

Art Literacy – Going fantastic at Hallinan!  

Curriculum Enrichment – Stephanie Fitts did not attend the meeting, but Nancy advised of a Family storytelling session 
that will happen on the last day of the Book Fair 12/12/19. There was a short discussion about the Lorax play that will be 
put on by the 2nd grade class.   

Conclusions: 

Last month’s AI is still outstanding unless it has been handled. 
  

Action items Person responsible Deadline 

 Identify the Room Parent Liaison Debi Panning 8/30/19 

   
   

Other Information / Round Table 
PTO Meeting Minutes will be posted to the website along with the annual budget, once approved 
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